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= wor kay Wake "ang 


were | 
friends. Each oy Mens A different line of 


5001. £ 


: The firſt i is a raagufadturer, and in con- 
ſequence of his college education, has made fe- 
| which have . bim 


7857 


MI. Plyant. 1s connected with fore -rfons 
of conſideration; in the State, whoſe table he 
oſten en. god, whoſe conduct N he always 
defends. 100 ee ä 
The laſl gendeman, George, Meabwell, lives | 
chiefly i in the country : he is extremely fond of 
—_— and has been long . occu ied in 
= 8 b 


0/64 


draining lands (as he ſays) by the very meanz, 
for the ſuppoſed diſcovery of which Mr. El. 
Ekington obtained x thoufard pounds. | 

Theſe gentlemen, who had not ſeen each 
other for ſome years, accidentally met Mr. 
Wilſgn a few days 4g ) Coffs houſe." All 
expreſſed mutual pleaſure at the meeting, and 
reſolved to dine together in a room above- 
During dinner, the cofvertatiön chiefly con- 
ſiſted of old college anecdotes; but after the 
wine was placed on the table, and the waiters 
were withdrawn, it became _ political, 


I þÞ \ To 


We all ſtarted" vp, and ehen A ore dor 
in the wainſcot. It was preſently burſt open, 
when there appeared a pale, frightened, malig: 
nant looking creature. Upon demanding what | 
he meant by concealing himſelf there, he con- 
feſſed that he was placed to over - hear whit 
was ſaid, but that he dürſt not name his 
employers; « or he would certainly be diſmĩſſed 
from the corps to which he belonged; and per- | 
haps be impriſoned for debt. We immediate 

kitked him down ſtaits, and to prevent What 
Was fajd from - being 1 ir was 
thought Proper to — e e e 


„ = ow 
Mx. Wilſon, » who has an uncommon good 
Memory, a and who did not ſay a word the whole 
yening, from being indiſpoſed, undertook to. 
write down almoſt every ſyllable that Was 
| which was as follows, | 
Mr. Meanwell.. 1 wiſh, gentleinen, . you 


who live i in town. would 2 to me, who am 


f ch from you, that when Tho = 
a I may 8 45 bulineſs to m 


3 7247 0 


5 neighbours, © 15 18 
82 Mr. Phauf. | bat! Dori you know” FO 
110 ity f 1991's ois 
reaſon of paſſing thoſe Bills FT 

Mr. Weed Lou muſt en che igno- 
Trance of one who lives ſo. far from the, cal! 
1 OE chat 1 don't t know even why they 

ropoſed. 

e hn, f Goll inform you, then, if you. 
never heard of it before, that there are in this 
country a ſet of infamous Jacobinical ſcoundrels, 
who, have been plorting ro deluge England i in 
blood, to overturn the Conſtitution,” and even, 
to Eil his Majeſty. Theſe Bills are a very vile = 
plan'to prevent theſe miſcreants from eff ting 
their purpoſe, and 1 am ſure you are too 


55 


a  ſubjea not to approve of the meaſvre, e 
Do 73 Mr. 


209 


n 
r. Mean an Sen] 1 mould; approve of bill that 
4d d even' the renth part of the good you men · 
bei But how comes it, ne they are ſo vio- 
ently oppoſed? | 
== Mr. Plyant, They are only oppoſed by thoſe 
| who: gre the ſecret friends of theſe Jacobing, who 
| ge them ſecretly every poſlible encouragement, 
and who. are. trying to tbro every thing into 
e in hopes of gaining by the ſeryin- 
1 
Mr. Mariel. What! Are all thoſe n men of ; 
talents and property in Parliament, who oppoſe 
theſe Bills, aiming 25 the murder of the Kipg, e 
and the « exciting a civil war? I muſt own I can- 
not credit ſuch dreadful charges, without ſtrong: 
proofs. " 
Mr. Phant. Propfs! Look at the 1 
of the Bills, and you will there ſee ſuch proofs 5 
of their neceſſity, as ought to Por; any * 


3 I 


ſubject, from oppoſin them. | 8 
Mr. Meduell. Pray "what s the cul ance of 
thele preambles? 


Mr. Plyant. The preambles Rate, that there 
have been many meetings of ſeditipps perſons, 
and, rams o of treaſonable papers publiſhed, in 
ofd er to, excite inſurrection; and that a mob 
afſembled chat endangered the res of our 5 


bleſſed Sovereign. 
Mr. 


* 


ts 5 ah END, 
Mr. Meanwell. Thefe meetings ere voy 
e 1 ſuppoſe. 
Mr. Plant, So much the reverſe, that AY 
' were adyertiſed in every newſpaper; and there 
| vere preſent at lore of them 5 of $6,908, 
perſons. = 
Mr. Meant. But ſince theſe men aſſem· 
© bled fo openly for ſeditious and treſſſſhnable pur- 
' Poſes, why were they not tried and puniſhed? 
Mr. Plyant. Do you imagine that they are 
fo weak as to avow their real defigns? they are 
much too cunning for that. They pretended 
that they only met to | ment the 1 for 
pe 
Mr. Mearwell Were a whole 50,000 * 
cunning?” IVE 
Mr. Plyant. No, but their Leaders are. 
Mr. Meanwell. Their Leaders muſt be cun- 
ning indeed, if they deceive the others ſo com- 
pletely, as to induce them to raiſe a civil war $7] 
by prompting them to petition for peace. lam 
a plain man, perhaps a dull one, and 1 confeſs 
to you I don't ſee how this is poffible. Let me 
aſk my friend Worthy, what is his notion, 
Mr. Worthy. There are certainly few men 
in the preſent times who would riſk much in 2 
good cauſe, and as the laws againſt treaſon in 
this country are very terrible, and very wiſely 
ſo, 


3 0145) 
ſo, therefore I dare ſay we are all convinced, 
that few indeed have zeal! enough 4 in à bad one to 
riſk acting treaſonablz. | 

Mr. Plyant. Thoſe who are at he head of ele 
mobs are too prudent for that; they will keep 
themſelves as much as they can out of the ſcrape. 

Mr. Worthy. But if the Leaders propoſe 
only what gggjawful, what will induce the others 
inſtantly to commit treaſon? I have exactly 
the ſame difficulty with George. It ſeems: to 
me that the ayowed purpoſes of theſe meetings 
muſt be their real deſigns. A vaſt concourſe of 
people cannot be prompted to act together hut 
by plain ſpeaking. A hint would be underſtood 
differently by each individual. It is therefore 
abſolutely requiſte to induce a mob to commit 
treaſon, that the Leaders ſhould ſpeak out, and 
uſe very ſtrong arguments indeed; and the in- 
ſtant they expreſs bad intentions, they * be 
taken up and puniſhed. 3 

Mr. Plant. I believe that thoſe dogs a are too : 
great cowards ever to venture upon avowing 
their deſigns; but they hope to effect them by 
a ſafer way, that of eternally abuſing and ſpeak- 
ing diſreſpe&fully of the, Conſtitution, the 
King, and the Miniſters; and if they were ſuf. 
fered to go on, they might put the whole into 


ſuch a ridigulous and contemprible point of 
view, 


DEEP. 
view, that we might have a reform in Parlia- 
ment, or perhaps a Republic, before we were 
aware of it. This is a danger chat appears ſo 
imininent to many of thoſe ancient families who 
Have a great ſtake, and conſequiently ought t& 
have the chief (way 1 in the country, that they 
are determined in iemprnl to þ oma all ſuck | 
meetings. e 

Mr. Meanwell. A weopte not to be allow: 
5 6 to have mectings any more? | 
Mir. Plant, They may meet at the play- - 

houfe, at church, or at a puppet-ſhow, but 
] they are to learn to hold their WR” about = 
litics even there. 

Mr. Meanwell. Do theſe Bills grdhibie all 
er converſation? + | 

Mr. Plant, O! no. They are not iotended 
to hinder any man from praiſing the King, the 
Conſtitution, and the Government, as much as 
he pleaſes. That is a privilege which the Mi- 
niſter thinks they may be indulged to exerciſe, 
But if any one pretends to criticiſe them, they 
will be clapt up in priſon for the firſt offence, 
and if they ſpeak twice, they may be trooped 
off to Botany- bay. 
Mr. Meanwell, But do you. think that theſe 
Bills will have a good effect? 
Fg 'Plyant. "The, outcry that the Oppoſition 


have 


(50-3 


bave made is lo great, that the Miniſter thought 
it prudent to ſofren one or two of the clauſes; 
but you may depend upon it, that if the pre- 
ſent Bills have not che defired effect of filencing 
the clamours of the people, they will have a 
tickler next year. They will have the Bills 
| amended, and the retrenched clauſes reſtored, 
by which it will be made high treaſon to ſpeak. 
any thing that tends to. excite a diſlike towards 
the King, the Conſtitution, or the Govern- 
ment, and when that's done, 1 think people 
will ſee that our Government are in earneſt. |, 
Mr. Meautuell. What ſay you to this, Wor- 
thy? Do you think that theſe,/ or any other 
Bills, will prevent thoſe ſpeaking againſt the 
Government who diſlike un? ???̃?ßk 
Mr. Worthy, I think it probable, that thoſe 
who were averſe to the Government before, will 
not find any ſuch powerful attractions in theſe 
Bills, as to make them fall in love with it now; and 
if they are not allowed to ſpeak and petition as 
formerly, I ſhould be afraid leaſt their hatred 
and ill-humour ſhould excite them to act. 
Mr. Phyant. What! ſo you think theſe fel. 
Jows will dare to rebels; 
Mr. Worthy, I bope not, but 1 know not 
what men may be tempted to do, who are com- 


| * W n without being ſuffered to com- 
plain. 


plain. Fiom Sat Fire obleived of Reed 
nature, compulſion is abhorrent to the _ 
Every man loves to exercife mnt, and to 
have the liberty of expfeſſing the RE aindag 
his heart; tö his N e e EA 
to the world. Ii vod 00 001 1 
While this freedom is allowed, be may ſome: 
times ſtorm, his palſion' however "uſually blows 
over and is diffpated i! in words. But, if throligh - 
fear of puniſhment, his indignhation is pent ug 
in his breaſt, it may there ferment, and 117 
bürft forth with violente' f into action: 5 | 
Mr. Plyant.” 1 ou” canndt ſürely be is ear. 
neſt in thinking, that preventing the Detho- 
erats from exciting the people againſt the Go- 
vernment, is a ſure way of bop pete 0 infor. 
rection. 4 none em 1891 
Nr. Worthy. I coifefs'T ern en on 
and that I am in earneſt.” © 
Lou may have obſerved; er eld c a 
dreſs up the Conſtitution, as old courtezans do 
their perſons. They diſplay carefully their re- 
maining charms, and employ falſe colours, and 
artificial props, to hide the ravages of time; 
whereas the friends of liberty, ſtrip off with rude 
boldneſs all ſuch diſguiſes ; they expoſe the 
naked Conſtitution to the view of the vulgar, 
IQ? 7 | | 1e | 5 and 


* 


(mw) 


9d. point out esch original defect, andeach in- 
firmity of age. 
Ikt is therefote to be a; 8 
by theſe Bills will not ſtamp, a new ſtain upon the 
Conſtitution, more. diſguſting than any of the 
old; and if they do, they will afford the diſ- 
contented a new ſubject for ING: 50 che 
people a new motive for hatred., 
Mr. Plant, But, fir, you frem to 1 
chat if they rail, they will * ſent Mrs a 
| baniſhed. ae 
Mr. Worthy, When men have, 4 mind an 
. rail, the wheel won't prevent them, 

Ms. Plant. If they do they will then * 
tranſported, and we ſhall get rid of them. 5 
Mr. Worthy. Experience has demonſtrated, 

chat perſecuting men for opinions, has a natural | 

tendency to make proſelytes, and it muſt have 
this effect remarkably on the preſent ſubje&t, 
When you ſend a man4to Botany-Bay for fay- 
ing that the Conſtitution is imperfe&, you 
prove it to be ſo. For if the man bas ſaid only 
what he thinks, he has committed no offence 
| againſt morality, and the Government which 
puniſhes an individual for delivering an opinion 
injurious to none, is tyrannical, Can that Go 
vernment be well conducted, which rewards thoſe 
who abanJon their principles and act with open 
talſhood, 


| (.u-) | 
falſhood, with the higheſt. honors of the ſtate, 


and which treats him who ſpeaks agreeable to 


his conſcience, like a thief or a ſwindler ? 


Mr. Plyant. But, fir, although it is not a | 


moral crime for a man to deliver his ſentiments 
upon the imperfections of the Conſtitution, yet 
ſuch à perſon is a yery dangerous member of 
ſociety, and his expreſſing ſuch opinions may 


tend to weaken, INE, even to ſubvert __ G- 


vernment. 
Mr. Worthy. It was once imagined, "on the 


people might with ſafery be allowed liberty of 5 


ſpeech. Do you conceive chat Goveratueſit is 
weaker now than formerly ? 

Mr. Plant. I certainly do, and all owing o 
thoſe infetual Democrats. 

Mr. Worthy. I am exactly of your opibion 
with regard io the weakneſs of Government; 
and I likewiſe agree with you with refpe& to 


the propriety of ſtrengthening it; bur I queſ- 


tion very much, whether | thee Bills will have 


that effect. 

EN Phant. Lou canndt, 7 be fo bund 
as not to ſee, that when the Miniſter has the 
power of preventing all public meetings, 5 
of impriſoning and baniſhing cvery man who 
mutters a word againſt the Government, that he 
will be more powerful than he is at preſent, 


Ca. Ms. 


\ 
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Mr. Meanel,, 1 own, 1 think Plyant bag 
got quit the. better in this argument. 
5 Worthy. Gentlemen, I now agree, with; 

you both. I never, donbted that theſe Bills 
would increaſe. the power, of the Miſter. 
laid I doubted. whether, they would ſtrengthen. 
Government. . acknowledge to you chat 1 


think they give to the Miniſter a prodigious. ac- 


ceſſion of power, and more than any man ought: 
ever to poſſeſs. But if there was given to him 


all the power that ever Roheſpierre had, and if 


he exerted it with as, little remorſe, I. ſhould 


deny that'the Government was made more pow- 


erful, or likely to be more permanent, You all, 


know, chat iin, France the ee of terror 
was overſet in an hour; and was ſo weak when 


put to the proof, that hardly ; a drop, of bigod | 


was ſhed in its defence. ear 5 
Mr. Meanzwell, i wih you would, Ea” 


to me a little more: fully this diſtinction of the 
8 Goyernment and the Miniſter. I always. 


thought their power was intimately connected. 
Mr. Worthy. Your miſtake is a common 


one, and our preſent Miniſter tries to make it 


univerſal. The Miniſter's power depends 
partly upon the confidence and ſupport which 


is given him by | his Majeſty, and partly Wen 
that with which the Law artns him, 


1% . — f - 7 


117 | 1 Mr, 


4 '25 ) 
MI en Well, and what” does the 
power of the Government depend upon? 

Mr. Worthy. It depends upon the Wader 
of perſons who are attached to it. If every 
man in the country were attached to the Go. 
vernment, it would then be as {trong as poſſi- 
ble; and it is weak exactly in proportion to the 
number of malecoritents, and to their pericual. 

power, and defire of refiſting's 5 
F211 Mr. Meartuell. What you have ld nene | 
juſt, Will you now mention to us, why you 
think that theſe Bills, which evidently ſtrengthen 
the hands. of the DES, will weaken! _ f 
Government? 7 

Mr. — The 8 of Great Bri: 
ain are very much divided in their opinions of 
what degree of liberty the people ought to be 
ſuffered to enjoy. Some think that our Conſti- 

tution grants them too much, others that it 
grants them too little, and others that the Con- 
ſtitution is extremely perfect, and that the peo. 
ple have exactly that degree of freedom which 
it is prudent to fuffer them to poſſeſs. It is 
clear, that theſe Bills are not calculated to con- 
vert any of the Democrats (if there are ſuch) 
from their way of thinking. And it is likewiſe 
clear, that thoſe Whigs who thought that the 
people had little * * before, muſt 
think 


( 14 ) 
| think that. 6: theſe Bills fubrea foie po of | 

it, that too little will be left them. 13 

It is not, therefore, poſſible, in the nature of | 
things, but that theſe Bills, which diminiſh li- 
berty ſo very eſſentially, muſt augment the 
number of malecontents, and of courke n 


ſtill more the Government. 


L“et vs ſuppoſe that the Miniſter ſhall perſiſt | 
in this plan, and that next year he ſhould re-. 
trench till farther their liberties, by amending - 
the preſent Bills as Mr. Plyant mentioned, or 
by ſome other Bill. More malecontents muſt 
infallibly enſue, and of courſe it will be more 
requiſite than ever, to ſtrengthen the Govern- 
ment, Let him go on with a new Bill of the 
| fame ſpecies, with an idea of its increafing the 
- declining power; it muſt have the contrary ef- 
fe&, namely, that of adding recruits to the diſ- 
contented. And if he continued blindly ob- 
ſtinate, and remained in office, he might by re- 
peated Bills change our Conſtitution, at laſt, 
do an abſolute deſpotiſm; when, I ſuppoſe, the 
Government would not be very ſtrong. Fot 
although it is very obvious; that this change 
would give delight to ſome, yet theſe proba. 
| bly would not be the ftrongeſt party; and of 
courfe a revolution would take-place then, if not 


* 


0 
before, and the Coenen would, be new 
modelled. ehrte 5 

Mr. Meamwell. 1 own you liven ny 
comritded! me, that diminiſhing liberry is not 
the way of diminiſhing the fondneſs fot demo- 
cratic principles. But is there no way of check / 
ing this ſpirit, and: of: —_— the Phage yer 
and contentedꝰ 

Nr. Morte. Thote who with to eſtabliſh % 
| wen for /arjfiveracy- or for mauerchy, in the 

place of the iriclination towards/a-freer Govern« 
ment which has lately crept in, can only ſuc- 
ceed by employing the means, which the 
ſriends to this cauſe have employed; that is 
to ſay, by endeavouring to convince the minds 
of the: people. Men are convinced: ſometimes 
by good reaſons,” and ſometimes by bad; but 
no man ever altered his opinion from force. 
I the Miniſter, then, wiſhes to excite in the 
people an affection for the Goverament, he 
ſhould exert bimfelf for their relief, or endea- 


tour to make the people believe that he does 


ſo. It is by good deeds, and by petſuaſive at- 
guments, that the people are to be attached to 


their Government, and not by threats and pu- h 


niſhment. But ſhould the Miniſter perfiſt in 
oppreſſing the people with the heavieſt burdens, 
and * them, year after year, of their 

. deareſt 


A ( 26 ) 

geareſt privileges; while thoſe Plyant called 
Democrats, oppoſe thoſe unpopular meaſures, 
lament the miſery they produce, and paint with. 
glowing colours, the charms of liberty; if ſuch 
s the conduct of the two parties, it is not dif- 
ficult to foreſee what muſt be the reſult. 
(When Mr. Worthy. had ſaid this, all were 
ſilent for ſome minutes: at length Mr. Plyant, 
thaugli he is naturally good tempered, ſaid ra- 
ther peeviſhly) Sir, you ſpeak as if you thought. 
vyau had more ſenſe than the whole Cahinet. 

Do you think that Mr. Pitt has not canfidered 
this buſineſs very fully? And do you imagine, 
that a heaven · born Miniſter, that he ho is a man 
of the firſt rate genius this. Country ever faw, - 
would bring in Bills, tending to weaken Go. 
vernment, when hs eftÞ his 6 en _ 
its ſtrength? [- | 

Mr. Morthy. I pretend Ps 60 poſleſs An- 
mon ſenſe; but you know the old proverb, that 
| lookers-on often ſee more than the actors. 

Mr. Plyani. So 1 obſerve you {till pretend 

to put your Judgnient | in u pe with Mr. 
Piti's. * 
Mr. Worthy. What proof has Mr. Pitt given 

of bis poſſeſſing a good judgment. nt 
Nr. Plyant. You cannot ſurely have forgot. 


ter, that when he was only three and twenty, 
| | he 


- 8 — 
* 
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fe hat! diſplayed ſuch an extraordinary FO 
ment, that he was appointed Chantellor ot the 
eee the ä n n whole 


$1 


Country. rale | 21 } 
Mr. Worthy. This i is a proof of de en $5, 

dimry- judgment-of the r and ndt of 

Mr. Pitts. 3; Ry 

Mr. Plant." Sir, you 3 . 

from the time he appeared in Parliament, he 

erbibited ſuch exquiſite eloquence, as convinced 

all, that he poſſeſſed, even at that early age, the 

moſt extenſive knowledge, and” the ſoundeſt 

| tele. | 

Mr. Worthy. TexpeRtcd that Mr. ——— 

ment was to be inferred from bis . 


and not from his actions. 
Nr. Phyant. And certainly this 1b is 


A fair one. No one who has not _ in his 
_— can utter ir with his tongue. 

Mr. Worthy, This laſt remark is perfectly 
juſt: but you cannot infer from a man's ſpeeches, 
that he poſſeſſes more than thoſe ſpeeches on- 
tain. I have frequently attended the debates in 
the Houſe of Commons, and I have remarked, 
that a plauſible ſpeaker is generally better heard, 
than a profound one. In ſuch a popular Aſ- 
ſembly, deep obſervations or cloſe reaſonings 
are feidom' underſtood or liſtened to. He who 
D attempts 


18 ) 
attempts them is often thought dry, and is Alter 


Sarded. It is wit, ſarcaſm, and plauſible reaſon 
ings, ornamented with beautiful language and 
poetical imagery, that pleaſes a__ n the | 
3 2 

I never myſelf remarked, and no one — 
ever point out to me in any of Mr. Pitt's 
ſpeeches, an extraordinary thought, from which 
great ſagacity could be inferred, His argu- 
ment, when he employs one, is often common 
place, ſometimes ingenious, but it is always de- 
livered in the moſt forceable words that the 
Engliſh language is ſuſceptible of. 5 

His irony is bitter, his pathos affecting, od 
his declamation ſublime... , And every ſound | 
which flows from his mouth is loud, clear, and 
melodious. 

Such an orator watt” ever Ab i 
who concludes from harangues of this nature, 
chat the ſpeaker poſſeſſes a ſound judgment, 
would commit juſt ſuch a miſtake as a ſurveyor 
who would eſtimate the value of an eſtate vo. 
the beauty of the landſcape. 
Mr. Plant, after a pauſe ſaid, If you won't 
allow, Gentlemen, that Mr. Pitt's ſpeeches af- 
ford proofs of a good underſtanding, 1 hope 
you will acknowledge that ſome of his meaſures 
do. What do you thiak, for example, of his 
det dividing 


„ 
dividing and breaking to pieces that Oppoſtion 
which overturned Lord North's adminiſtrations 
and was for many yeats od —— to the 
Crown. 

MI. Worthy. it doubtleſs requires conſide- 
able addreſs to induce a vain and intereſted 
man to abandon a line of conduct which leads 
to OG and- fortune, and to embrace one 
which can only be rew-arded by barren -praile. 
But is it difficult to do the reverſe? Had Mr. 
Pitt perſuaded thoſe who called themſelves 
Whigs to ſupport him gratis, ſomething might 
have been ſaid in commendation of his dexte- 
ity : but it can never be forgot that there was 
a bargain made for blue ribbons, and titles, and 
for at leaſt two fifths of the offices and emolu · 
ments of the State. Therefore, we muſt firſt 
aſcertain the exact portion of reluctance towards 
abandoning all pretence to principle which re- 
mained in the minds of theſe affected Whig, 
and which was not overcome by the bribes of- 
fered. When this is done, we will then know 
accurately the difficulty which Mr. Pitt had to 
ſurmount, and conſequently be enabled to eſti- 
mate preciſely the praiſe which is due to him in 
this myſterious trapſaction. | | 
Mr. Meanwell, You myſt he very cautious 
here, Plyant, or you will riſk offending ſome of 
| "ME" Tour 
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nustions. For we who know'the world ate cor- 


your patrons. For you cannot extoll:Mr. Pity 
dalents in this affair; without undervaluing thoſe 
of the Duke of Portlanll and his friends: And 
Juſtice to them will prevent your inſigusting 
that they were ſo weak as to be teized with any 
My ſeruples. or to feel de flighteſt dr * 
ame at their joining adminiſtration. 

Mr. Plyant. This 6 | 
that 1 ſappoſe do very well among "country 
puts] but here in town we deſpiſe all ſuck inf. 


'yinoed,'' that one et men er 1 ren 


PMialipls as another. 


Mr. Mfeuntbell. You miſtake me, my 0 
Plyant, if you don't ſee that I am inelined to 
your fide in all this diſpute.” And though Wor- 


thy has tarniſhed the glory ariſing from theſe 
ünderdand intrigues, yet I liope he will not deny 


what is evident, that Mr. Pitt has p e 
empire moſt ably for many years. | 
Mr. Worthy. 1 ſhall not N N N ui. 


wy but I deny this. 


r. Meanwell. How (6? 4 11 95 
— Worthy. Becauſe it appears to me pl 


almoſt every meaſure of his adminiſtration has 
betrayed a poverty of intellect greater than has 


deen dr by = IP ho for the laſt 


entufy 
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century has pretended to 4 e of Ga- 
vern ment. Gan 

Mr. Meantuell. Now you are, Auise en. 
gant. What act of his hat | 
abſurd? - 18-44 tho n Zu K 

Mr. Worthy, One vf the Get. lg eil 

Mr. Meuntwell. What ee * va 

Mr. #ortby,- It was an augmpt to wibechs | 
Iriſh to ſurrender their independence for ſome 
advantages in trade“. It was a folly to conceive 
chat this ever could de effected: for whateyer 
emoluments might ariſe to the merchants. and 
manufacturers, the Lords and Members of the 
Houſe of Commons could be little benefited. 
On the other hand, by giving up the indepen- 
dency of Ireland, they would have loſt what is 
to them a very lucrative trade, and almoſt che 
only trade which the Country carries o. 

- Mr. Meamuel!, I ſee that would be commit- 
tag a ſpecies of bull, incompatible with their 
character. But what was the next fault he com- 
mitted; you cannot, I ſuppoſe, diſapprove of 
his plan for paying off the national debt. 

Mr. Worthy. That was the plan upon which 
Mr. Pitt ſeemed at one time zo found his hopes 
of m__ his name irrigen, and * h it 


” 
777 4 4 * 
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down to poſterity with applauſe. But how mi- 
ſerably has that plan been executed! Inſtead of 
diminiſhing the debt, he has increaſed it, by 
boundleſs extravagance, at leaſt a fourth. | 

A wiſe man does that which is likely to ks 

his. plan ſucceed ; but Mr. Pitt ated in the 
only way which could make his fail. Had he 
done nothing, the enterpriſing ſpirit, and. pru- 
dent induſtry of the Britiſh manufacturers and 
merchants would have poured ſuch riches into 
"the Exchequer, as muſt have n diminiſh- 
ed the debt, 
But our Miniſter pe that by for ever 

 Intermeddling in the external and internal affairs 
of every Country in Europe. | 

Holland, Spain, Pruſſia, and the two Empires 
of Germany and Ruſſia, were ſucceflively teized 
by our intrigues. Even the Grand Sultan was 

not too remote for our officious interference. 
Caan it be ſaid that that man is endowed with 
great virtue, with profound wiſdom? Or can it 
be pretended, that he poſſeſſes even an ordinary 
degree of judgment, who, while he is endeavour- 
ing to pay off the national debt, threw away 
three millions ſterling in an armament, and who 
was only prevented by the Country, who would 


not accede to ſo monſtrous a folly, from actually 
declaring 
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declaring war againſt a great and Nen bo 


N 

And for what important national 9550 was 
this riſk and expence incurred? The real and 

avowed object was, to give a fort named Ock- 

zako, to the Turks, the poſſeſſion of which it 


was pretended, would make Ruſſia too power- 


ful: and yet Mr. Pitt bas. lately guaranteed to 
Ruſſia a third part of Poland. | 


Mr. Meanwell. Is this Kae, een I ; 


wiſh you would ſpeak. ke 

Mr. Plyant. I think it is not very fair to rip 
up old ſtories about Ruſſians and Turks, which 
nobody remembers or cares about, Let us 
ſpeak about tranſactions nearer the preſent day, 


this French war for example. And I ſuſpect 


Jou will not be able to blame him juſtly there. 

Mr. Worthy. What part of the French war 
would you have me conſider? And what part 
does not diſplay the incapacity of the Miniſter ? 
It is well known that, at the beginning of it, he 
had convinced his friends, and inſpired the 
whole Country with the belief, that the com · 
bined armies would diſſipate thoſe of France, 
chat they would march to Paris, reſtore the mo- 
narchy, and diſpoſe of its poſſeſſions as they 


thought proper. We all know what was the 


event of that expedition. It was the event na- 


turally 


By 


(1989 -- 
rarally to be expected, when an army acted 
againſt what * Pitt — knew to 5 5 
oF hey were af wick difgracefal Ahr ani 
foul difmay from France into Flanders, from 
Flanders into Holland, from Holland into Ger- 
many: Neither the Scheldt nor the Rhine was 
+ ſaffitient bulwark for the Britiſh n er who 


z 8 Th PIT aca pul uk" 


« With PRI np ng 
. * The deep to ſhelter them,” "i ot 


took 1 in their ing, = at length 
arrived in England, with niht laurels, and 
diminiſhed numbers. 

Mr. Plyant, The F rench, fought with a fury 
that was not to be foreſeen; and who could ex- 
pect chat Mr. Pitt ſhould poſſeſs the gift of pro · 
phecy. . 

Mr. ſporiby. 1 ceriainly do not Re chat 
any man polleſſes the power of looking i into fu- | 
Lurity with infallible certainty. The age of be- 
lief in divine inſpiration is paſt among all men 
of common ſenſe. But I do believe, that ſome 
men, from a profound knowledge of human na- 
ture, and from great Hagacity and penetration, 

| are 
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are frequently able to foreſee what is to happen , 
wich a conſiderable degree of probabiliry;” 


And J know nothing which' evinces an excel- | 


lent underſtanding ſo much 'as a man's poſſeſ⸗ 
Ling this ſpecies of \propheric power. in an emi- 
nent degree. 2 l 

What man was ever fo Ts in Als qua- 
li as Mr. Pitt? Every event which has occur- 
red ſeems to have ſurpriſed him. Nothing Has 


taken place according to his expectation; and 
the means that he tried always RON of produc- a 


ing the effect intended. cha girl 'n 


How many expeditions wete projected, ad 


before they were arranged, unforeſeen events 


rendered even the attempt itpracticalle?* And 
bow. many have failed which have bee tried ? 


A man of the beſt underſtanding may ſ6the- 
times err, but Fee N 
mean capacity. 


allude to A 
Mr. Worthy. I do not allude to one, bot to 
"fifty projects, which it would be too tedious to 
3 through. But take any of them, the expe- 
ition to Quiberon for example. | 


_ Mr. Phant. Fortune was our enemy there. | 


„ Vide Mr. Fox's Letter to his Conſtituents. 1794. 


*»; 


Mr. Pl lyant. What is is it that you py | 


/ 
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Vir . Worthy... It was not fortune, it was f folly 


chat, Was, the canſe of. that diſtaſter,. ; Succef $ was 

impoſſible. Perhaps Mr. Pitt has heard, chat 
the ſwalleſt Accidents ſometimes. produce the 
greateſt events. He may have read, that 4 cup 


coffee ſpilt on a lady's gown changed the face 
; N affairs i in Europe v. Nothing but ſome. {i ſuch 
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Ades as this could ever " make, him imagine, th at, 
a after the immegſe armies of all 1 the ſurrounding 
. Nations were batlſed i in their attempt to impoſe | 
a King upon the F rench, that this was to be 


accompliſhed by three thouſand eight hugdred I 


ety lues 19124 
6 This expedition tf. aſtoniſhed many, t 


they haye entertained the ſhocking idea, To 
his intention was to get rid of them "N bot no 
one was ſurpriſed that. he did get rid of 1 them. 


iin 


The maſſacre of theſe unhappy men was ene- 


1 13% 


rally foreſeen, ; 3, but is the man, who projected 
this miſerable expedition, and who alone was 


incapable of foreſceing its tragical cataſtrophe, 
is He, as is ſometimes pretended, the only man 
in this Country fit to be Miniſter? e 
Mr. Aleanteell. Do, 4 no more about The 
brave and unfortunate emigfẽs. Their face has 
been moſt calamitous; and 1 am Pelle. 


- 


* V ie | Volaire. 


2 „ 


that 


C27 * 
chat whoever were the authors of their deſtruc- 
_ mult for ever feet the dee eſt miſery.” * 
Mr. Worthy. 1 abhor this ubject is much 
as you. But I have not ye Heard of Its 
havin produced any of that remorſe, Which 
you 125 think i it ought to have producetf in in 
feeling minds. OP, 
Let us now turn to a leſs — theme, the 
ſyſtem of giving ſubſidies. Were it not that the 
extravagant waſte of public money produces di- 
ſtreſs and famine at home, there i is ſomerhing it 
this ſubject fo himfically ridieulous, that it 
would be gay and entertainipg. We began the 
farce by giving 7. 200,000 à year to the King 
of Sardinia, to induce him to defend his ow 
dominions. ' He probably thought ibis circurti- 
ſtance humourous enough; but the beſt jeſt aſ. 
ſuredly is another clauſe, in which we bind our- 
ſelves in the moſt ſolemn manner, never” to | 
make peace with France till the Republicans 
are entirely expelled from Savoy: As this is in 
event of all others the moſt improbable to hap- 
pen, we mult continue to fight the ' French, 
whether we will or not, as long” as the King of 
Sardinia pleaſes, or elſe we will be diſhonoured 
by breaking the Treaty. N 
This, however, will probably be compromif: 
ed, as moſt of our diſputes are, by our paying 
De EL + Ce. A rouhd 
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a- ropnd: ſum to his Sardinian Majeſiy, in in 
order to obtain his conſent to our making peace, 
which ſum will, no doubt, be cheerfully paid 
by all good and loyal ſubjects. or 
Mr. Plyant. You muſt allow that the ub 
dies to the Landgrave of Heſſe, and ,to the 
Elector of Hanover, were very uſeful. _ 
| Mr. Worthy. I allow that they were very li- 
beral; but I have not obſerved that theſe 
Princes have been very grateful. . I think the 
EleQor, in particular, has behaved very oddly | 
to his Britannic Majeſty. For not contented 
with making a peace with his mortal enemies, 
and ſo contradicting his Majeſty's afſertion, that 
the French Government was incapable of main- 
taining the relations of peace and amity ; but he 
has even allied bimſelf cloſely with a Prince who 
oppoſes all his plans. This Elector has lately 
carried his hoſtility the length of ordering his 
Majeſty's troops to quit his dominions. The 
order, which was couched in rather uncivil 
- terms, has been obeyed. Had it been reſiſted, 
and had his Majeſty's Miniſters approved of 
their refuſal to withdraw, the Elector, I ſup- 
6) . poſe, would then have declared and waged - war 
| againſt the King of Great Britain. It would 
have been curious to know, whether the arrears 
| of the ublidy MET in i that caſe, have been 


paid, 


5 


8 10 is generally thought that they would, | 
For it is obſerved with aſtoniſhment, that the 
King's Miniſter has not only no ſcruple, but a 
ſingular pleaſure in ſqueezing the money, out 
of the pockets of his Majeſty's Engliſh ſub- 
jects, and beſtowing it u pon this Elector, 
whoſe German Miniſter receives the caſh with a 
ſatisfaction exactly F toned | to the . 
neſs of the ſun. 
Mx. Plyant. Well, Ke! you may think 
of theſe ſubſidies, you muſt approve of the loan 
given to the Emperor, who e ſo 7 a 
victory over the French. — 
Mr. HYorthy, I own to you | approve of the 
ſubſidy given to the King of Pruſſia much more. 
Mr. Plyant. Why ſo? his troops never fought. 
Mr. Worthy. I know eit; but the Emperor got 
treble the ſum. Whether they fight or not, or 
whether it is a ſubſidy or a loan, I conſider of 
yo manner of importance, but the Treaty which 
occaſions the leaſt diſburſement is clearly the 
beſt. Indeed, I fear that the Emperor's activity, 
whether ſucceſsful or not, will prove more ru- 
inous than advantageous; for 1 am well in- 
formed that it has emboldened our economical 


 Minifter in his extraordinary negociation, con- 


cerning the loan of next year, to make a reſer- 
vation for three millions more 'for the ſervice of 
the Emperor. In fine, my 9 friend, you will 

| find 
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find it as impoſſhle * to ew that there is wiſdom 
in Mr. Pitt's freedom of adding to the National 
Debt, as there has been in the execution .of his 
plan of paying it off. But, although he rather 
failed iu in the latter meaſure, it muſt be acknow- 
ledged that he has ſucceeded 1 in the former be- | 
yond all example, | 
Mr. Plyant. Notwithſtanding all your bike 

at Mr. Pitt, you muſt do him the Juſtice to al- 
low, that our ſucceſs in the Weſt· Indies has 
been greater than in any former war. Every 
Iſland which the French poſſeſſed there, is 
either taken or ruined, and they can no longer 
rival us in the culture of ſugar. | nas 

Mr. Worthy. The tranſactions in the Weſt 
Indies, Plyant, are the moſt melancholy part of 
the eventful hiſtory of Mr. Pitt' s adminiſtration. 
Even a peace with France cannot terminate the 
diſaſters there, for theſe lands will long be the 
grave of the Britiſh anny, 

It was in this quarter. that Mr. Pitt, lch | 
and weakly, avowed, that he looked for indem- 
nity. Happy would it be for England, that 
even our old, poſſeſſions could be reſtored to 
their former tranquility and proſperity 1 
But we ſhall long for that in vain. This war 

with France, which we have voluntarily plunged 
into, has been the cauſe of rouſing up a fpirit 
in theſe Iſlands, which [206 power of the Bririſh 


= | | Ton? "Empire. 
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Fülpte never Gan” tame. To look for conqueſt | 
there Is madneſs. ' To take poſfemion of a 
French 1ſand'i is Uke ſeizing a herd of rygets, 
"the guardin and feeling of whom are both ex- 

: penſive and dangerous, ker which © can never be 
proftable. N ate e eee 

Inſtead of acq cquiting ber patſe Mons, wala; is 

F to become of our old? A negro, War is Already 
flirred up in tee of the Hands, and carried on 

uh ſavage fury. The Negroes are now fitted 

"with the love a Wetry:? and fight with the ch- 
"thuſial aftic ardor which this principle always in- 

"ies, They know, that if they are conquered, 

hey ey will be enſlaved,” not "eraphorically, but 
"ety. They prefer death. And when they 
overcome the Britiſh fotces; they inflict a milder | 
, Puniſheent v upon their viekims, they _ civir- 
"Aer them. N 46 

Two armies bive alledy been nearly over- 
| ” whelmed ; but the inſurgents are unſubdued. 
key inceaſe i in numbers, improve in military 
Kill, and, what is worſe, they have ſhook off 
from their minds that awe and terror which 

© white men had impoſed upon them. 

All who have the ſlighteſt foreſight (I do not 

* certainly include Mr. Pitt) already ſee, chat the 
ra of Weſt-India ſlavery muſt foon terminate; 

1 and that thoſe Hands muſt be relinquiſhed, __ | 


become as independent as the Continent. 


Black, 
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lack, as well as white men, ate beginning 
0 diſcover, that, to obtain freedom and inde- 
pendence, they haye only to declare their will. 
Mr. Plyant. Whether the war has been ſuc- 
_ ceſsful, | hitherto or not, you would not, affur- 
_ edly, give it up now, when the French are at 
the brink of ruin. Their. aſſignats are ſunk ſo 
de. as 80 ber « cent. diſcount. * N = it 
Mr. Worthy. Don't flatter yourſelf. with the 
| hopes, that the depreciation of the aſſignats w will 
exyer prevent the French from being able to 
carry on a defenſive war in Euro ope. And wich 
reſpect to the, Wet. India war, it . coſts them 
only decrees of rights and proclamations of li- 
2 herty, while. it coſts. vs thouſands of men, and 
millions of money. The Americans carried « on 
their war for freedom long after their provincial | 
| aſſignats became literally waſte paper. And 
vou need not be ſurpriſed at the poſſibility of 
this; for aſſignats, like gold, do not. conſtitute 
real wealth; they are the ſigns of it. The only 
real riches of a Country are the labour of the 
| inhabitants, and the produce of the ſoil, which 
ſtill remain, and would continue to remain, 
although we ſhould perſiſt in carrying on the 
War till all the ſigns of wealth in this Country 
were exhauſted likewiſe, 
Mir. Plant. The war has, undoubtedly, been 
uofortunate; though, in my opinion, you have 
greatly 


35 | 
greatly eraggerated dur lofſes. I do not, how- 
ever, pretend to fay't that Mr. Pitt is a good Wat 
Miniſter ; that is a” buſineſs in which he cet. 
ann has not ſucceed ee. 

But there is an important - conſideration, that 
FR have very unfairly neglected to tate, 

It is true that” Indemnity was one of che rea- 
is which induced him to got to war; but there 
was ahother, and, in my opiniop, a much more 
important one, and that was the ſuppreſſion of 
Jacobin principles. Had? we not gone to war, 
it is certain that we ſhould have been over-run 
with them; and the very fime Horrors that were 
committed in France, or perhaps worfe, would 
have been committed here. And ſurely ny 
would habe been 4 much fester evil; fo thitt 
diſaſtrous and expenſive as the war is, we are 
Bainets fill. [x 9197 g N ee. 
Mr. mortiy. Let me aſk you; what you ima 
gine excited 15 this + "Country "thoſe inical 
principles? + ace ident e 01 Non 

Mr. Phan. 1 was that infamous National 
Aſſembly who voted their wicked rights of 
Man; it was Payne, Price, and Prieſtly, 'who 
publiſhed their abominable democratic doc- 
tines, » 4 diſſeminated theth” er on 
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Mr. Worthy, Did the war compel the legiſ= 
hte or conyentional Aſſemblies to retract the 
miſchievoys votes? Or did it prevent them be- 
ing publiſhed in every newſpaper, and Circus, 
lated through the kingdom? Or have, Plyant, 
thoſe whom, you. call Democrats, been of late 
leſs active to gain proleinge among the lower 


orders than formerly? 


Mr. Phan. The war has at leaſt Fo 


all correſpondence with France. 


Mr. Warthy. Correſpondence | with France! 
Fer the mob of this country. underſtand Fr rench, - 
and can they read. and write it ? I kann bane 


many. men of ſenſe, beſides you, Mr. Plyant, - 
approve. of this war, becauſe they imagined it 
ſuppreſſed J acobinical re But . us 
examine facts. nts 
Three years ago, there were a few ſocieties i in 


London, as well as through the country, ho 
 proteiled the defign of endeavauring to obtain a 


reform i in Parliament. Some of the members of 
theſe ſocieties in their debates, certainly ex- 


preſſed great acrimony againſt the exiſting Go- 


vernmeñt. That theſe ſocieties conſiſted of 


only a very ſmall. number of perſons, indeed 


preſently appeared; for at the commencement 
of the war, almoſt every city, pariſh, borough, 


and corporation in the country, ſent up addrefles 
: * > ; ; to 


( 5 


to oy Majelty,”exprefling theit” ttchment to 
his perſon and Government, and declating their 
abhotrenbe of all Jicobin principles; l 
Never was ſuch unanimity Known, fince the 
jeftration ou * the En and voprincifled 
C74 512 
it then appeared how few had ae | 
dteadful doctrines, and how 'multh the people 
were delighred with" kingly power; and vih 
their happy unk glorious Conftitorion. ''! 
Has the war ſtnothered, as was Wasaac this 
altfbft” iinpertptible” ſpark of diſcontent, or 
has it blown it into à flame? It is notofious, 
chat a diffarisfaRion'at the meaſures of Govern- 
ment has now ſpread all over the country, and 
has become moſt alarming. Even Miniftets 
perceive it, and therefore pretend that the King 
and the Conſtitution are now in ſo much dan- 
| ger, that it is abſolutely requiſite to change the 


_. aticient laws, and enadt the two Bills that are 


nom propoſed, as the only ſafeguard for the | 
Mr. \Plyant. So you are of opinion, that 
fighting againſt Jacobins, tends to give man- 
ind a favourable notion of their doctritles? 
VI. Worthy. I ſhall defy a man if hl alt 
brilliant genius, to invent a plan better calcu- 
lated to raife diſcontent, and propagate diffike 
Te Pl 45s; to 


ſters have followed. 
Mr. Plant. . How oh. you venture. to tay oa 


». 


te ne Goyernmens, gan thy aner Mini 
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that ?, What have they done? eb 30 
Mr. Wartby. They firſt diſplayed. the * 
power by ſevere and menacing proclamations z 
they then plunged into a war, in which, multi- 
tudes of thoſe who ſerve, have been | flaugh- 


| tered, fighting, for an unattainable; object; or 


and thoſe, who do not ſerve, are... loaded with 


have periſhed from the putrich enhalations which -* 


tainted cheir bodies in unwholeſome climates ; 


heavy, unufual and oppreſſive taxes. In the 


next place, they ſeized, . accuſed of high tres · 
ſon, and endeavoured to hang thoſe, who, op- 


liberty. And, finally, when thoſe men were ac | 


quitred by. their.country, they bring i in Bills, ins. 
to Parliament, to extend the laws of treaſon, 
and the criminal. code, to gngable them to im- 
priſon, baniſn, or hang all ſuch, opponents in 
future. Has not all this a tendency to a1 


he diſcontents? 


Mr. Phant. Democracy i is a popular, chough 


an abſurd 00 wicked doctrine, i it would natuy 


| pally ſpread among the low, vulgar, Adee 


127 been no war. od 
Mr. Worthy. 1 have a better opinion of hu- 
man 


C. 

man nature, than to believe, hari opinian 
which are wicked, and abſurd, can ever be po- 
pular. But if they have a natural tendency ta 
ſpread even in peace;, as you aſſert, and as w 
know, chat they do nuch in mul. ben in 
win to oppoſe them: 
by Mr.,Phant, We muſt, however, ty; and 
not give up the point at once. 
| _ »My-.Horthy. I am. not- aſtoniſhed at Mini- | 
Rees wang and, if they had fone, n 
vinced chey mut have —— at leaſt for a 
very long time. For ſpeculative opinions are 
ſlowly propagated among the lower orders of 
men. Few of them can even read; and ab- 
ſtract reaſonings are ſeldom underſtood, and 
therefore make a weak impreſſion. upon their 
blunt minds. It is upon this account, difficult 
to explain or convince them of the truth of ary 
new opinion whatever. They uſually prefer 
thoſe notions, whether true or falſe, which 

were imprinted upon their hearts in _—_— in- 

fancy... 

„icke enthuſiaſts for liberty might have ex- 
hauſted their ſpirits and their patience in writ- 
ing, and might have lectured till they were 
hoarle, they would have found it moſt difficult, 
if not ie r * people remained 
eaſy 


— 


before lived in / affluence,” ſuddenly -became 
bankrupts, and conſequently vaſt multitudes of 
artificers were thrown our of work, and deprived 


more ' ſenſibly, -Upwardsiof eighty I 
perſons were compelled to ſerve in a way, or on 
.an element - they deteſt. ' They are forced to 
relinquiſh that mode of life they affect, and 
adopt that which they abhor. They are ſepa- - 
rated, perhaps for ever, from their families, and 
from their friends; who all' ſympathrize with 


- younger fort- reluctantly entered into the ſer- 


* * 


eaſy in their cireumflances, to excite i in them 
any inordinate deſire of reform, ot any preju· 


dice againſt the Conſtituri umu. 
But they feel the effects of the "wat much 


their ſituation, and entertain the ſentimente 
which ought to be produced by ſuch burbarity. 
Numbers of merchants and manufacturers, who 


of the means of ſubſiſtetce... Moſt of 'the 


vice, but many of the-elder workmen, with their 


wives and families, were reduced to the * 


diſtreſſing povertʒx. 


„ 


Thoſe of the lower orders who ki deal wi | 


ere ſtill feel bitterly the effects of this 


Cloathing, candles, fuel, and even bread, 


Poa riſen to ſo exorbitant a price, that they 
find it difficult to purchafe them. They are 


1 of moſt of thoſe comforts which they 
were 


( a9 ) 
were accuſtomed to enjoy, and they are ſo muck '% 


cramped. in; procuring,even a ſufficient ſupply 
of neceſſaries, that life is become a a 
burden, [4 

1 have e880 bot a (mall ut 170 the 


diſtrefſes produced by the war; but I have 


ſurely . enumerated, enough, to account for the 
growing diſcontent towards Government, which 
has ſo: viſbly taken place. But how Mr, Pitt 
could conceive, that chrowing the country from 
a ſtate of the higheſt proſperity, into this ſtate of 
depreſſion, was to diminiſh diſcontent, and to 
excite a love of the e is beyond. my 
comprehenſion... . * 
Mr. Phant. Why, fir, you Ganks as 10 you 
thought that Mr. Pitt had adviſed the war, and 
had brought forward theſe Bills with. the deſign 
of increaſing democracy.  ' 4 
Mr. Worthy,. I have no means * e 
knowing whether this is the caſe or not. It has 
lately been diſcovered“, that the Earl of Sun- 
derland, Miniſter to James II. actually coun- 
ſelled his ſovereign to adopt thoſe arbitrary mea- 
ſures which occaſioned his fall. Although this 
is a ſtrong caſe in point, I own T do not ſuſpect 
Mr. Pat of a ſimilar * I have ſeveral 


TC . 
| reaſons 


( 40 ) | 
reaſons bor this, but thts” is one - which | | think 
quite decifive, namely, that it would prove Mr. 
Pirt to be a man of good judgment for he has 
taken preciſely the means moſt likely to pro. 

duce that effece. Deborah 

Mr, Meanwell. Com, Plyant, this Peint 
muſt be given up; he makes ĩt very clear, that 
the ſuppreſſion of Jacobin principles is the 


worſt reaſon for the war that ever was thought 
* of. But I think I have an apology for this bu- 


ſineſs t hat he muſt in candor give ſome weight 
to. It ſeems to me to have been impoffible for 


Mr. Pitt to treat, had he been ſo inclined. Vas 


it becoming the dignity of the King of Great 
Britain, to negociate with the murderers of the 
King of France ? Was it proper for him to ac- 
knowledge at once a Republic, founded on 
blood, and which was governed by a ſet of 
atrocious monſters? And had this been done, 
| what ſecurity could we have had, that they 
would have obſerved the conditions of peace? 
Mr. Worthy. Before I anſwer theſe Irome queſ- 
tions, Meanwell, allow me to aſk one or two of 
you. What 1s the reaſon that a Government, 
on any occafion, enters into treaties of peace, 
and negociates - alliances with other Govern- 
ments, 8 1 


| Mr. 


(ar 
Mr. Meamuell. In order to live in t ape 
| ſafety to be ſure. 
Mr. Worthy. Would we be any danger of s 
a hoſtile attack, or of an interruption of our 
quiet, from a juſt Prince, even if we had no 
treaty with him? 
Mr. Meanwell. 1 confeſs there would not. 
Mr. Worthy. You ſee then, that the wick- 
edneſs of Sovereigns is the only reaſon that ne- 
gociations for peace are requiſite. 4.4 
It is a ſtrong thing to ſay, but Iam perſuaded, 
when ſtrictly examined, will be found near the 
truth, that none of Mr. Pitt's meaſures, none of 
his reaſonings, were ſo completely abſurd as this 
pretence for not ſending an Ambaſſador to ne- 
gociate, that the rulers in France were ſo wick- 
ed that they were not to be depended upon. 
If he had ſaid preciſely the reverſe, he would 
have reaſoned well. That the French nation were 
governed by a faction of cruel and wicked men, 
who are bound by no principles of honor or vir- 
tue, and who may conſequently fall upon this 
Country ſuddenly, and attack us unjuſtly, and 
do irreparable miſchief. It was therefore deter- 
| mined to ſend over an Envoy or a Miniſter, to 
watch what preparations they were making, that 
we might be put upon our guard in time. And 
; the Envoy ſhall have inſtructions to endeavour 
G to 
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OPER theſe 'men, that it is their intereſt 


to remain at peace with us; for although. we ate 


willing to continue at peace, we are likewiſe 


. thoroughly prepared for war. 


Aid this is in fact the ſecret ſpirit cee 
our trea. ies, except our offenſive 6nes. | 

"What occaſton would there be to fipblare 2 
conditions with a Marcus Aurelius, or hat ne · 
ceſſity would there be to maltitain an Atnbaffa- 
dor at his Court. Every one "fees tfiat all pre- 
(cautions with ſich a Ptince would be ſuperflu- 
dus, becauſe he never would moleſt us. But on 
the contrary, his divine benevolence would i in- 


duce him to act towards us on every occaſion 
with friendſhip and "generoſity. ' But when a 
monſter i is at the head of a Government MEE 


precaution becomes then neceſſary. 
Negoeciations are then to be ſet on de; it is 


of the laſt importance to have an Ambaffador, 


a privileged ſpy, near his perſon, to watch his 
inclinations, to diſcover if he is viſited' by our 


enemies, if he is augmenting his forces, or plot- 


ting any ſecret project. And when any Höſtile 5 


; n is ſuſpected, to endeavour to induce him 
to lay it aſide by remoriſtrances, by promiſes, or 
by threats. 


The chief cauſe of tegociaribis, and the wlible 
* diplomatic fcience, àtiſes from our 
* 


6 


knowledge. of the,wickedneſs * faithleſsneſs of 
Princes, Each Government diſtruſts all others, 
and hiſttory ſhews, that that diftruſt} is well found- 
ed, For it has become ſo, common for Sovereigns ® 
to break treaties which they have ratified +» 

moſt ſolemn manner, that ſuch infractions do. 
not degrade them. They are excuſed, like the g 
perjuries at the Cuſtom Houſe, c or that one which 
is committed by all members of Parliament bo 
have no landed property. 

Nx. Meanzyell, I own, you have convinced 
me that there would, have been no eat harm 
in treating with the Freach. And. ff rom what 
you haye laid, it does not appear that it would 
have been paying them any, great compliment. 
Lwiſh to, God we had been quiet. 

Mr. Werthy. Had we been quiet, half the 
horrors which took. place in France would never 
have heen perpetrated. Peace would long ago 
have been re-eſtabliſhed in "Europe, had i it not 
been for our accurſed interference. The war has 
occaſioned the death and miſery of ſome m- 
lions of the buman ſpecies, and its deſolating 
| vengeance ill continues, Had Mr. Pitt not 
been Miniſter, probably we never ſhould have 
had a war; for his Majeſty, could bardly have 
pitched upon another man who would 1 have afted 


In the ſame incomprehenſible manner. 
l G 2 MI. 
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Mr. Meantvell. I am perſuaded, that when 
Mr. Pitt reflects upon all that he has done, he 
muſt be the moſt wretched man alive. een 
But I wiſh you would have done with him,” 
and let us rather talk about the Bills. What is 
this Conyention Bill? 8 
Mr. Plyant. The whole meaning of the Bill 
15, to prevent the Democrats meeting to debate 
upon politics in ſuch numbers as ens th be Gas | 
gerous for the ſtate, * 
Mr, Meanwell, But is it only the Democrats 
who are to be prevented meeting or does it 
likewiſe prevent good and loyal ſubjects meeting? 
Mr. Plyant. The Bill of courſe mentions all 
perſons whatever, But no body will be prevent- 
ed from meeting, if two dies of the peace 
do not object. 
3 Meanwell, What bubnefs have Juſtices 
of the Peace with people who meet quietly, and 
where there is no riot. Beſides, the meeting 
might be to take into conſideration the conduct 
of Juſtices of the Peace, which is often very bad. 
And it 1s fingular to give them the power of pre- 
venting | their bad deeds being brought tò light. 
Mr. Plyant. There is no good law but has its 
inconveniences. But ſurely you cannot approve 
of ſuffering mobs to aſſemble to diſturb, and 
perhaps to overturn the Government. | 


Mr. 


r 

Mr. Meanwell. Is there not already ſufficient 
power to ſuppreſs mobs when they do any miſ- 
chief. © If they don't diſperſe when they are or- 
dered, the Juſtices have the power to command 
the ſoldiers to fire upon them, or the dragoons to 

ride over them, and cut them to pieces. I 6wn' 
that this power ſeems to me great enough. | 
Mr. Worthy. It is very proper that an enraged 

mob, aſſembled for an illegal purpoſe, ſhould be 
ſo treated, for they may do infinite miſchief. 
But it is likewiſe certain, that mobs in this coun- 
try have ſometimes given very excellent advice 
even to their Sovereigns. el de | 
Had James the Second liſtened to the advice 
of that mob who followed the petitioning Biſhops 
with acclamations to the Tower, his poſterity 
might ſtill have fat upon the Britiſh throne. In 
which caſe his Electoral Highneſs would have 
remained in Hanover, and his placid tranquillity 
would never have been diſturbed by the hiſſes 
and inſults of his brutal Engliſh ſubjects in his 

way to Weſtminſter Hall. | 

Mr. Phhant. Iknow not why the people ſhould 
be ſuffered to meet and intermeddle with poli- 
tics, ſince they have a Houſe of Commons which 
repreſents them. For my part, I am of Biſhop 
Horſeley's opinion, who ſaid that the people had 
notinng to do with the laws, but to obey them. 
Mr, 
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ol Worthy. This Biſhop may have.a great, deal 
of, theglogical knowledge, and 1 do, not envy. 
tam the poſſeſſion qf it, But, if;. be really, 

uttered. . this ſentiment, he is; updgubtedly. 
more ignorant of the laws and Conſtitution of, 
Great-Britain than is decent for a gentleman. to 
be. Does he not know, that the people have, a, 
right to ſend inſtructions and advice to their re- 


preſentatiyes. Does he not know; that they baye, 


a right to petition both Houſes of Parliament, 
and even to carry their petitions to the Throne, 
to requeſt redreſs for their grievances, the re- 
pealing of Acts of Parliament, which, are inju- 
rious to them, or the enacting others which they 
imagine would be beneficial. And is this Biſhop 
ſo groſsly ignorant as not to know that this pow- 
er is recognized by the Bill of Rights. 
It is clear, that the people have theſe rights at 
preſent ; but I fear leaſt he has blundered out 
fecret intelligence, and chat he knows, it is the 
determination of Miniſters that ſuch rights ſhall 
* aboliſhed in future. 

If the preſent Bills pals, much of the Bill of 
Rights is repealed ; and we ſhall be in future 
bound to obey the. abſolute decrees which are 
dictated by the Miniſter, without being {ulfered | 
to aſſemble and expreſs a murmur. ; 


Mr. Plant. Thus it is an exceſſive rin, 
for 
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for the people may meet, if their conduct is'yo 
diſapproved of by two Juſtices of the Peace. 
Mr. Horthy. But do you not know that the 
Juſtices exiſt only during the King's pleaſure; He 
appoints them and diſmiſſes them when he thinks 
proper. No meetings will therefore exiſt long, 
that either the King or his Miniſters diſlike. | 
Mr. Plyant. Is it not enough that the Repre- 2 
ſentatives of the people are ſuffered to meet? 
Mr. Worthy. Do you think the people are 
repreſented ? If you do, you differ from Mir. Pitt, 
who, when he was out of power, exerted all his 
flowery eloquence to obtain that the people 
mould be repreſented. He now thinks that the 
timè of his being in power is a bad one for this 
meaſure; and he has the generous intention, of 
leaving to his ſucceſſor, the glory of accom- 
pliſhing that reform, which he has ſtated to be 
abſolutely neceſſary. 1 2 7 
ZBut even if the Houſe of commons were the 
Repreſentatives of the people, they are reſpon- 
fible for their conduct to their conſtituents, who 
have the right of remonſtrating with them. 
If the Members of Parliament were not re- 
ſponſible, his Government would be defporic. 
For deſpotiſm conſiſts in untontroulable power, 
- whether it is placed in one petſon or more. If 
thetefore the people ſhall no longer have the 
power 


pover of aſſembling and diſcuſſing the conduct 
of thoſe who pretend to be their Repreſentatives, 
Engliſhmen are no longer free. ; 

Mr. Plant, No Juſtice will oppoſe ſuch 
meetings, except they are really dangerous. 

Mr. Worthy. This diſcretionary power in the 
"Juſtices. is worſe, is more inſulting, than if all 
meetings for political purpoſes were poſitively 5 
declared criminal. For ſhould the Bills be- 
come a law, no meeting that is diſagreeable 
to them, or rather to Adminiſtration, will be 
permitted. But ſhould any body of men be 
bribed, or be naturally baſe enough to wiſh to 
deprive their fellow citizens of ſome remaining 
privilege, they will be allowed to meet as fre- 

quently as they pleaſe, and foſtered, by the in- 
dulgence of the Cabinet, with hopes and pro- 
miſes until they are enabled to carry their mean 
project into effect. | 
Mr. Meanwell: 'I have known many Juſtices 
V bo are good, worthy and diſintereſted men, and 
incapable of ſuch conduct. Many of them are 
even in oppoſition to Government. | 

Mr. Woriby I know ſuch likewiſe ; dur. n nei- 

ther you nor I know how long they will re- a 
main Juſtices, Their office depends upon the 
1 King, and the King is directed by his Miniſter. 


If a Juſtice acts n to the directions of the 
Miniſter, 


TY 
Minifter; 85 you linigine Rl ba 


main in the commilſion ? 

But ſhould' any ſet of men be ſuffered to im 

from the fortunate circumſtance of having in 
their neighbourhood ſpirited magiſtrates, who 

deſpiſe the frowns of the Miniſter, ftill their al- 
Eblin would be completely uſeleſs. 4 

Mr fant. Why 92179 28 

pi Mr. Worrby. Becauſe if the Bill which has 
originated in the Houſe of Lords paſſes into a 
he, uo man, let their diſtreſſes be ever ſo 6 great, 


hett ſaying that which may excite the people 
do i Hatred of the King or the Govertimenr. - : 
Mx. Worthy. You are perfectly corre. This 
law will not prevent them from ſpeaking, it will 
only prevent chem ſpeaking to the purpoſe. 
If dir Conſtitütion was perſect, if the laws 
werethe beſt that could poffibly be deviſed; and 
Tf they were always executed with juſtice, en- 
ed by mercy, chere would certainly be no uſe in 
any political meetings whatever ; which are only 
proper on account of the imperſektions of the 
Cotifticutidn and Government. 
The uſe of meetings to diſcuſs politiraf fub- 
Jects, en only be, to poim out ſomerhing whics, 
8 41510 H is 
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is TORE ang. bega ere 
mai can wiſh to alter that which, he kes; it 


U that a man 1 ſhou ould. gonceixę g Aiſſiße — 


red at ſome thing, before he can de deſirous 
of angi ging, it. Deni Rood aogngeen 11921 

\ Andit any man had difpyered a imperlcs- 
dion in ſome lay, and conſeqanely had. Conf. 
ed a hatred or contempt at it. if he keyyythis 
averſion lockt up in his boſem, the evil wguld 
1 1 he remedied. Itjs qnly, by communicat- 
ing his ſeqtiments,. to, others, that e be 


any hope of amendment. — ada ako 


Ir. is.therefore a rpere moghery, pan, ohh. 


derftandings taallay, meetings. in any may, when 


10 k got allowed, us, x9 pointout; faults. and de 
excits.in.our frignds, a. Hatred at; thaſs-faults. in 
the adminiſtration, of the'lawsy and in the Ggon- 
Kitutiog, and Goyernment. % % wo) 
The Miniſter 1s io conyinced gf fis, that he 
bimſelf is 0 55 the very ching at a which 
he wiſhes in fature-to be prevented.” ! f 5: 


He thinks he has diſcovered a ſcrioug ur in | 


the Bill of Rights; b he bas diſcovered. that che 


Brit ſh Conſtitution, is faulty, and tf 0 


much liberty to the people, ; 00 124010 
He has got his friends to aſſemble; i in various 


places; he | is exciting the people by every ar- 


genes. ln bi power, to. the utmoſt haxed and . 


contemp 
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emen, Aibt env" $a 7 of the Copftitution, 
this defeſtable'Biſt bf Rights, fat che Sarpels of 
getting it annulled. This is 6nly abother in 
ſtance of chis man's glating inconbiltEncy, whoſe 
actions and words are for ever at variance. 

"MF. Phyant. Tol have given an unfair ſtate- 
miert of this Bill, Ab f Hall ew you. 'The Bill 
does not ptevent afly one from exciting a hatred 

at ſotne particular a, or fit particular parts of 
the Government ; but at the attacking the King 
and the whole Contttbise. p 83 5 mo 

Mr: Wotthy. That 65 fübtle diftin@ipn which 
an ingenious yer. hight make i. in defending. 
client iccufed of violating this law, ff it ever un- 
forriinately becomes | ne. But it wopld avall | 
10 RE He w 1 by ſterniy told by the 

udge, thar 70 * 9 0 es the people to a ha- 


— 85 & oy DES, excites theth 
againſt” A* "Thar the whole in- 
<lades a ark the e e plea would therefore 


be rale, = the e would. 4 termine 

Well. ” 2 | 
For if he aBted otherwilc one man e ex- 

cite a diflike at a bak. rk ipiſtrar a 

tice in ine other ait oY 

of bum a e the Houle if 5 ö 

and gn of them could! be Taft by 

Bill 

gov H 2 For 


. (52) 


For each of theſe perſons has. only attacked ; 2 
part, and not the whole Conſtitution, in dich 

caſe the Bill would be nugatory. * 

It is, undoubtedly, not the deſign of the Mi- 
niſter chat this Bill ſhould be nugatory. He 
has employed the words, the Conſtitution and | 
the Government, which includes every the mi- 

nuteſt part of the Government, from the ſuc- 
ceſſion of the Crown goun to the charter of the 
moſt rotten borough. 
And reflect, Gentlemen, upon the r 
of the language of this Bill, excite the People to 
@ hatred aud contempt. - What does People mean ? 
Tuo men are People; it therefore follows, chat 
if two or three friends are converſing together, 
if one bas conceived. a contempt, and endea- 
vours to communicate that feeling to the others, : 
that an uninhabited diſtrict ſhould ſend. two 
Repreſentatives to the Houſe. of Commons, 
while the inhabitants of ſome of the moſt po- 
pulous cities in England ſe; d, none, this Gen- 
tleman will run the riſk of b ing treated like an 
atrocious felon. | 
Mr. Meanwel!, This is monſtrous, 

Mr. Plant; Don't be ſo hot, e in 
all probabilicy the Bills will be ſoftened in their 
paſſage through the two Houſes, N eur, 
made oy t temporary. mY 


— 11 


cat 


Mr. Worby, My deteſtation of ha Bl il 
not be dimipiſhcd by any. infidious. ſoftening, 
which is only, a treacherous method of making - 
flavery palatable. The Miniſter is trying tbe 
pulſe of dhe Nation, to kaqy boy far he may 
895; that is to fa, hom much the People will 
endure. It qught ro be remembered, that, here 
were many temporary Dictators, before Rome 
was ſubjected, to One, who made himſelf per- 
petual, . Let us profit by this example, and let 
not Britons be lo unwiſe, as, to allow themſelves | 
to be confined. for a moment, even with 4 filken 
chain. If chey ſuffer this conſtraint patiently, 
their . treacherous - PMA: Ln I . 
tbem in irans. 

Mr. Meanwel. I now extertain che ame * 
horrence which you de at thoſe Bills, as well # 
at. thoſe who. propoſed them. But if boch 
Houſes of Parliament paſs them, the King will 
of courſe give his.conſent, and they, will then 
becom part of the Law of the Land; and ** 
is to be done then ? 

Mr. Worthy. Should this plan of 3 
and ſyſtematic attack on our privileges go on, 
there is a Right inherent in Britons, a Right 
»which no Act of Parliament can take away, 
a Right which we bave from Nature, and 
which i is allowed to be an eſſential part of the 
Britiſh 


Pry woe — 


Men. D eli 1 v9 
At was by this Right of Refiftarice that our 


—— _ * 
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( * 
Britiſh Conſtitutien he Right rohen 755 
n. No mean Prieſt, nor no proud/Miniſt 

dare, in cheſe days, renew the infamous, al 
gocttine of Non“ teffſtante or of Paffive Obe- 
Hen66; It has long been eſtabliſhed by the aus 
thority of our greateſt Lawyers and Philoſophiets, 
Nd ' evtn by dur Parliaments; and it is Rift 


tore firmy eſtabliſhed by our feelings, hat the 


Pebple” hive” a tight to reliſt attempts to de- 


| pine them of their Liberties, whether thoſe at. 
| tempts are made by a Kitlg, by a Prieſt, by at 


Army, by a Parliament, or by any other fer 'of 
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Conſtitution was firſt acquired ; that the Hou. | 


of Hanover Was Happily eſtabliſhed” on the 


Throne; and it is by this right atone chat both 
Ys been maintained. TIIl ve Tffender this 
Rigbt, our liberties, our propetty, and all that 
we value in life, can never be torn rom us bz 
a venal; corrupt Parliament, or an audacious 
Prime Miniſter. ech en ae 
When Freedom is attacked, refftante 1 mot 
only a Right but a moral duty. And 10 not 


doubt that there will be at all times enough of 


btave and noble- minded Englimmen, who will 
not ſhritik from their duty, through fear of in im- 
| vr aA. . or even death. 

Mr 


C 5s ) 

Nr. ADD, Lam glad to- hear that-there 
is an remedy for: ſush aceidents. Bot 1 hope 
rhat the pre ſent nie deen the ſuch.ow | 
medies neceſſary. 14 bus wel 011 10 13122 
Mr. Worthy. Certainly not, my friend, Tony 
with. ig inform yaw of the defences by whichiour 
liberties may. be ultimately protected. ous 
occalion the people have only $0i ſpeaks - . 1 
The Miaiftes, is already-difmayed at doings 
expected oppoſition he has met eee has 
tates, if to top ot to advance: wot h a} 


75 


vw 


& 53+ io aid odd: 16 200075 019 ic 
"I men which-ojgh the bird # 
| « Now rollin gboils in his tumultuous breaſt, 4” 
An A ike { dihch engine back recoil 


„upon bin tr; hotrbr ind Gbubt dite 
. 14 
The hell wichin him.“ Ii [©1493 
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If Engliſhmen put on —_— wk he will 
ſcarce dare to urge on the Bills, or to act upon 
them if paſſed. 

But ſhould the Miniſter attack us through 
the medium of theſe laws, here he will find his 
efforts impotent. Trials by Jury are not yet 
aboliſhed; and we are ſafe while our lives and 
freedom are in the hands, not of proud faſtidi- 
ous placemen or penſioners, but in thoſe of our 
peers and * — They will conſider the ins 

tentions 


(. 56. ) 
rentions of 'theaccuſed, they will adge if his | 
deſigns were innocent, and if they are ſatisfied of 
chat, [they will difregard, they will deſpiſe the 
letter of the law, and el the ke NOT 
GUILTY. 2,300 ! 51% 8 9 | 
The preſent is a cus one de 
I BngliGbmen act with ſpirit they muſt — | 
quer, and will ſee their oppreſſors driven into an 
ignoble retirement with their petifions and fine- 
cures upon their backs; ho may think them 
ſelves fortunate, if they are not compelled to ex- 
piate their crimes at the ſhrine of the laws. 

When the world was involved ih the dark- 
neſs of feudal” prejugices, England ttt ſtruck 
the ſpark, _ kindled the flame; of Liberty. 7 
May it burn, fox. ver fed by the luminous ma- 
terial of Science, and warm with its genial heat 


pas hearts of the Natives. 3 
off Gbit vast a 207] ASQ gan 
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